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North American passengers in 2023 exceeded pre-pandemic 
levels and surpassed 2019 by nearly 2.7M cruisers, 
representing a 17.5% increase with 18.1M total passengers 
sailing from the region in 2023. This comprises 57.1% of all 
2023 global cruisers. 

Durations, on average, are just slightly lower than 2019 – 6.8 
days in 2023 vs. 6.9 in 2019 – and have increased from 6.6 
days in 2022. Average ages have also slightly decreased, 
down to 45.4 in 2023 from 45.7 in 2019. 

The most popular destination continues to be, overwhelmingly, 
the Caribbean with 11.8M passengers visiting from North 
America, or 65% of all cruisers from the region. The second 
most popular destination for North American passengers is 
Alaska, with 1.5M passengers or 8.3% of the region’s cruisers, 
followed by North America West Coast/Mexico/California 
with 1.4M. 

A majority of North American passengers are from the 
United States – 16.9M passengers, up 18.8% from 2019. 
Consistent with prior years, within the United States, 

Florida continued to be the largest source market with 2.9M 
passengers representing 17% of cruisers from the United 
States. Second and third largest US source markets were 
Texas and California; all three states have surpassed Q1-2019 
levels. Canada has nearly reached 2019’s passenger count 
and is just 0.5% down from 2019’s 1.05M passengers. Mexico 
has surpassed pre-pandemic levels with 191K passengers in 
2023, up 14% from 2019. 

Passengers from Mexico are also the youngest on average 
at 41; Canada’s average age is 51, and US passengers fall in 
the middle at an average age of 46. More than half of North 
American cruisers are under 40 years old, at 54%. 

US passengers had the lowest average duration at 6.6 
days; durations from Mexico were higher at 7.4 days and 
Canada was higher still with 8.7 average days. 80% of North 
American cruisers took a cruise of 7 days or less.
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Regional Overview: North America , 2019 - 2023 Annual Report (2020 omitted)
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About CLIA

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the preeminent cruise association 
providing a unified voice for the industry as the leading authority of the global cruise 
community. The association has representation in North and South America, Europe, 
Asia, and Australasia. CLIA represents member lines which comprise 95% of global cruise 
passenger capacity, including the world’s most prestigious ocean, river, and specialty 
cruise lines, as well as business services providers and the largest network of travel 
professionals who specialize in cruise travel.




