
2019 Global Market Report

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA), the world’s largest cruise industry trade organization, is releasing the 
latest global cruise passenger statistics. Playing a significant role in international tourism, cruising continues at a 
paced growth around the world with a 4% increase from 2018 to 2019, totaling 29.7 million passengers. 
Research also shows North American travelers continued to embrace cruising with an annual passenger increase 
of 8% (15.4 million passengers) in 2019. Europe experienced a healthy 7.4% increase as new ships were launched 
in two key markets. The average age of cruisers has been remarkably consistent at 46.8, while the average cruise 
length has also been stable, at around seven days. As expected, due to a reduction in deployment in Asia and 
Australia, the number of cruisers in these regions was lower than in previous years. The Caribbean, once again, 
benefited from the healthy gain in the U.S. market, and the volume of cruisers to the region grew by 6%. The growth 
in Alaska accelerated with a sharp 19% increase, the third year in a row with double-digit growth. The rebound in 
the Eastern Mediterranean has accelerated with a healthy 19%, following a 15% increase last year and following 
a few years of retraction before 2018.
While the cruise industry experienced growth in 2019, the emergence of COVID-19 in 2020 led the cruise industry 
to take immediate and aggressive action to mitigate the risk of the virus—which culminated in a global pause in 
operations in mid-March. 
Following the pause in operations, with strict protocols in place, and with the approval and support of local and 
regional authorities, cruise lines were able to successfully resume limited operations in Europe and other parts of the 
world. The successes of these initial sailings demonstrate that the new protocols are working as designed, and CLIA 
and our cruise line members look forward to continue welcoming back passengers from around the world.  
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